
Universal Project Rubric  

Principles and 
Elements 

of Art & Design

Control of 
Media/Materials 
& Craftsmanship

Management
of

Class Time

Requirements

4 - Advanced 3 - Proficient 2 - Developing 1 - Insufficient

Artwork shows 
advanced 

understanding and 
skillful application of 

the principles and 
elements of art and 

design.

Artwork shows proficient 
understanding and application 
of the principles and elements 

of art and design. 

Artwork shows a 
developing understanding 
of and ability to apply the 
principles and elements of 

art and design.

Artwork shows little evidence of an 
understanding of the principles and 

elements 
of art and design. 

OR
Artwork shows little evidence of an 
intent to apply the  principles and 

elements of art and design.

 Student exhibits control of 
media/materials to a 

superior level, heightening 
the overall intention of the 

piece.

Craftsmanship is 
outstanding.

Student controls media/
materials. There are a few 

inconsistencies, but they do 
not detract from the intention 

of the work.

Overall, the project is clean 
with good craftsmanship. 

Student demonstrates some 
control over media/materials. 

There are visible 
inconsistencies that detract 

from the work.

Craftmanship is average. OR 
Craftmanship is below the level 
exhibited on previous pieces of 

artwork.

Student struggles with control of 
media/materials. Work is 

unfinished.

Craftsmanship is 
below average.

Outstanding use of 
class time.

The student was 
self-motivated 

the whole time, 
seeking assistance 

as needed.

Appropriate use of 
class time. 

Class time was 
not fully utilized.

The student was 
sometimes distracted or 

off task.

Class time was ineffectively 
used, resulting in a low level 
of progress while working on 

the assignment.

The student was 
often off task 

and 
not focused on the project.

All requirements 
were met and 

expectations were 
often exceeded.

All requirements were met. One requirement was not met or 
met completely: 
- ______________________

Multiple requirements were not met 
or met completely:

- __________________________
- __________________________
- __________________________

PTS.

The artwork is strikingly 
distinctive. 

The solution to the 
assignment reflects an 

original approach.

 While the artwork is not 
distinctive, it is different enough to 

hold the 
viewer's attention.

The solution to the assignment is 
somewhat original.

The artwork exhibits few 
original aspects.

The solution to the 
assignment is quite similar 
to the solution provided in 

the sample. 

The artwork is 
highly derivative 

of the sample provided or of 
another student’s work.

The artwork displays little 
attempt to create a solution to 

the assignment. 

Original Creative 
Response 

Name:                                                                                                                                                                                             Points x 5 = Grade
Project: 
Comments: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CRITERIA

Willingness to 
Experiment

The student fully and 
effectively embraced the 
creative process, making 
multiple efforts to 
experiment with a variety 
of methods and materials.

The student embraced the creative 
process, making an effort to 
experiment with some methods 
and materials.

The student made 
a limited attempt
 to experiment with methods and 
materials.

The student was quick 
to settle with 
his/her first solution.




